My name is Kathryn Koss. P'm from Bloomﬂcld Hi”s and Jd like to introduce mgsehc. Pm a mother of 2 grown
children and granc{mother of thrcc, a wife oF‘!-OHcars, and a former teacher. l’m a member of the Michigan chaptcr

of the Million Mom March whichis a grass-roots organization that advocates 'Forgun safctg and sensible gun laws.

ft may be hard for some ofgou to beiicvc, butwe are not the enemy.

F_vcn 'i:‘hough the authors of HB 5143, HB 5142, and HB 515% use the terms “defensive force? or“dcacﬂy

force” instead of firearms or guns, the fact that these bills are similar, if not identical, to bills being introduced

through out the country by the NRA lobby indicates that thcy are clcmcinitcly considered gun bills.

]’m one of those Pcoplc the Natfona‘ Riﬁc Association and some of the sponsors of these bills might refer to as an
“anti”. | am an “anti® but not in the way that the NRA and radical Second Amendment advocates would like you
to believe. 'm anti gun violence; P'm anti i”egal guns; [m anti children and innocent Peoplc getting shot. What | am
not is anti-gun.

| took my first shooting Jesson with a .22 before | was 1 O years old with my twin brothers Cub Secout troop at
what was known to me as Wi"iams Gun School, near Flint. When l was a lcid, on beautiful fall dags , accompanicd
my Dad while he hunted Phcasants. [n the 40 years my husband and l have been married ] have given him the same
birthday Prcscnt every year forhis Novcmbcr I‘%d’ birthdag...timc off to get up north for the oPcning dag of deer

season.
[ taugh’c ﬁﬂcrg and firearm safcty classes using, the NKAguidelincs, for about 8 years ina Public school outdoor

education center.
] say all this because l want it to be clear that ] am not “anti” guns.

As grantcd in the (1.5. Constitution we, as American citizens, have the right to bear arms, but with that n'ght

comes rcsponsibﬂitg...
the responsibility to see that the firearm is never used i"ega"y or irrcsponsibly.

The bills that are before the houscjudiciary committee today take away that rcsponsibilitg fora gun owner.
(nder the guise of “self-defense” and protecting ones “castle” these bills would allow angone who “feels
threatened” the right to shoot someone. | his is’t a self-defense bill. Thisis a vigilantc bill. This bill gives
someone the right to take the law into their own hands—to bc)udgc,jury and executioner of someone bg whom he
feels threatened. Jf one kills another person, he or she needs to be held accountable. |f a Policc officer, in the line
of cluty kills someone who is obviously cngagcd in a crime, he or she is rcsPonsiHc; there is an investigation and

s/he is held accountable. An orclinary citizen who uses “clcac”y force” should be invcstigatcd.

HB 5143 & HDP 5153 state: “A person is Ercsumccl to have held a reasonable fear of imminent Pen" of death or
great bodi'g harm....)

Pecause one feels afraid or threatened does not mean that there is an actual reason for that fear or that a threat
actua“y exists. Lct’s face it...PeoP'c who carry guns are Peoplc who alrcadg feel threatened...that's the reason tl'lcy
carry a gun in the first Place. Folicc officers and military persons, by the very nature of t}'lcir.jobs feel threatened
and ﬁghtFu”y so. CCW holders obvious’y feel threatened, otherwise theg wouldr’t feel the need to carry; criminals
feel threatened bﬂ the very nature of what thcg do and some PcoP|e feel threatened because thcy see more evil in

this world than good. ]t’s obvious that Pcop‘e who choose to carry guns are fearful Peoplc and l respect t[’rat, but, if




thcy act on those fears and il someone, thcg must be held accountable. lt cannot be “Prcsumcd” that thcg held a
sreasonable fear”. T hat must be investigatcd and proven. .raking away the need to prove one acted in a

rcsponsiblc manner is a license to kill with no Penaltg. Thatis wrong!

| have no doubt that Peop'e should have the right to protect themselves and defend themselves and those laws are

on the books a!readg.

l ask the supporters: What is the compc”ing need for this law? Wherc is the list of cases where law-abiding ctizens

were Prosecutcd for defending themselves?

Can you see the Possib'c abuses of this law? What if the “intruder” were a co”egc~agc son wanting to surprise his

Mom for Mother’s day? What about domestic abuse situations? Or my mother, who has senile dcmenh’a,
wondered into another’s home? Do you rca”g think you should allow someone the rigl'ﬁ: to kill her and not be held
accountable?

Ask 3ourscfmc what you say you want to accomplish with this law. For cxamplc: | ets say someone broke into a
house and is hit over the head with ajar of pennies by the occupant, thus injuring or l(i"ing the intruder- ]Fyou want
that intruder or his Famﬂy to be Prcvcntcd from suing the home owner, then offer a law that does that, not one that

offers carte blanche to kill someone without Pcnalty. Frcscnt a law about frivolous 'awsuits, but don’t Bamstn’ng law

enforcement in investigating crimes.

] recognize that Pcoplc are sick and tired of crime. | understand the desire to be pro-active, but there is such great

Potcntial for abuse in this law. Thcrc needs to be checks and ba!anccs; there needs to be accountabilﬂ:y which is

what the law of self-defense now offers.

In the present CCW classes itis imPresscd upon those applying fora Pcrmit that carrying a gunis a heavy
rcsPonsilDility and using it is not to be taken ligl’ltly. hC this law passes the CCW classes will need to stress that if

3ou’rc going to shoot someone, 3ou’d better shoot to kill so Yyou can claim you were fearful Foryour life and the
victim cannot argue with you; he cannot cxPlain that he was rca”y in your home because you had invited him or that

he knocked on yourcar window because he needed directions or because he wanted to gctyour attention so you

would stop I'Iitting a child.

ch, criminals have guns and use guns and because of the many i“cgal guns and easy access to guns in this country
there is a lot of fear. thou say you want the citizens of Michigan to be able to Protcct their families and their
Propcrty, there are better ways to accomPlish that goa‘ than to pass these laws. Onc of the best ways is to work
towards getting i"cgaf guns off the street and prevent them from getting there in the first Placc‘ If you haver’t
worked to close the gun show loopholes, then you haven’t worked hard cnough to Protcct Michigan families. lmcgou
havent worked to outlaw cheap, accessiblc, 5aturday~night specials, then you haven’t worked hard cnough to
protect Michigan families. lfgou haven't worked to see that every person who aPPiies fora handgun Permit hasa
thorough bacl(ground chcc[(, then you haven’t worked hard cnough to Protect Michigan families.

l do not have any imPressive titles. f’m not an attorney. l’m not a former or Present Public official. l’m not the director
of angthing. l am not a ’obbﬂist who gives lots of money to election camPaigns‘ But l do have a very imPortant title. I
am a citizen and citizens need to be considered. ] urge you not to suPPort HB 5143, HB 5142, and Hﬁ 5153,




